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11 Environmental sustainability policy 
Environmental sustainability policy was adopted by North Bushey Pre-school in February 2026.

The Department for Education (DfE) strategy states that: ‘By 2025, all education settings will have nominated a sustainability lead and put in place a climate action plan’. The 4 key pillars that represent aspects of addressing climate change to foster a sustainable future are:
· Decarbonisation
· Biodiversity
· Climate education and green careers goals
· Resilience and adaptation 
For North Bushey Preschool, these pillars guide our sustainability activities:
Decarbonisation:
· Sharing milk from large bottles with staff and families at the end of the week to reduce packaging waste.
· Encouraging parents and families to walk, cycle, or scoot to the setting.
· Using digital newsletters for weekly updates to reduce paper use.
· Minimising unnecessary printing.
· Encouraging packed lunches and drinks in reusable containers.
· Using biodegradable wipes without plastic.
Biodiversity:
· Sharing in our curriculum the importance of wildlife and caring for the environment.
· Exploring the natural environment through outdoor play and creative activities.
· Using natural materials in toys and resources where possible.
· Reusing rainwater for water play on warmer days.
Climate education:
· Educating children about recycling, sustainability, and respect for the environment.
· Involving parents in sustainability practices at home and through preschool activities.
· Using craft materials that are recycled or brought from home, such as paper and plastic containers.
Resilience and adaptation:
· Air-drying all toys, clothing, and resources rather than using tumble dryers.
· Reviewing and adjusting food ordering to minimise waste, using seasonal produce whenever possible.
· Recycling uniforms for new families, with voluntary donations encouraged but not required.
· Accepting second-hand toys and materials from parents.
· Reducing energy use by turning off lights when not needed.
Aim:
North Bushey Preschool actively promotes environmental sustainability. Our eco-sustainability lead and Climate Champion is Hayley Downes.
Changing perspectives – at North Bushey Preschool we will:
· Educate ourselves, our children, and our families on what sustainability means and how to respect our planet.
· Weave sustainability into daily practices and decision-making.
· Display and communicate our sustainability policy to inform and inspire others.
Objectives:
At North Bushey Preschool, we are committed to protecting the planet for future generations by:
· Reducing the use of plastics, including single-use plastics.
· Cutting down on waste through the principles of Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.
· Minimising food waste by careful planning and seasonal choices.
· Encouraging children and families to care for the world around them.
· Developing understanding and positive attitudes toward sustainable practices in children, staff, and families.
Embedding sustainability into daily life and the curriculum:
· Sharing milk, reusing craft materials, and promoting reusable containers for lunches and drinks.
· Using natural resources carefully, including water and energy.
· Recycling uniforms, toys, and paper wherever possible.
· Air-drying all clothing and toys.
· Encouraging the use of biodegradable wipes and avoiding plastic where alternatives exist.
· Exploring wildlife and natural environments as part of the children’s learning and play.
· Involving families in sustainability efforts through newsletters and requests for recycled materials.
References
The Department for Education's Sustainability and climate change strategy:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sustainability-and-climate-change-strategy/sustainability-and-climate-change-a-strategy-for-the-education-and-childrens-services-systems
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